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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To enable a mesa stripe-buried semiconductor laser to be lessened in 
threshold value and improved in kink level. 

SOLUTION: When an outer clad layer 6 which controls a lateral mode is formed by etching, etching is 
controlled in depth by an etching stop layer 5. The etching stop layer 5 is formed of a multi-quantum 
well layer, the well layer is formed so thick as to have a band gap which does not absorb light 
oscillated in an active layer 3, and etching can be surely stopped by the well layers. The barrier layer 
of the etching stop layer 5 is set lower in refractive index than the clad layer, and the average 
refractive index of all the etching stop layer 5 is set lower than those of the clad layers 4 and 6, 
whereby light distribution is restrained from spreading wide. 
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